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BOORABBIN NATIONAL PARK FIRE — CORONIAL INQUEST 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Environment) [3.38 pm]: On Friday, 
20 November 2009, the State Coroner presented his record of investigation into the tragic deaths of Mr Lewis 
Bedford, Mr Robert Taylor and Mr Trevor Murley as a result of the Boorabbin National Park bushfire on 
30 December 2007. I wish to express my sincere and deepest condolences to their families and friends. 

The coroner made serious adverse findings against individual Department of Environment and Conservation 
officers involved in the incident as well as the department’s management of the incident. I have called for an 
immediate and full response from the director general of the department to the coroner’s recommendations and 
asked the director general to provide me with a report on actions the department will take in response to those 
recommendations. 

I am advised that the department immediately initiated contact with the families of the victims following the 
tragedy, that assistance was provided with respect to funeral and other costs and that other claims were lodged 
and processed with RiskCover. I did not approve these payments; however, the Attorney General has now 
confirmed that nothing Ms Bedford has signed will prevent her from taking action against the state. 

The department also conducted a number of inquiries and internal and external reviews immediately following 
the incident. A number of actions have been implemented as a result. Specifically, in consultation with the 
police, Fire and Emergency Services Authority, Main Roads Western Australia and local government, a stringent 
interagency procedure in respect of roadblocks and other traffic management measures has been implemented. 
Prior to this tragedy, there was no clear interagency procedure for managing roadblocks. Furthermore, with 
respect to the coroner’s recommendation that the Department for Environment and Conservation take action to 
ensure relevant weather forecast information is made available to people with field operational responsibility, 
DEC has developed a fire operations guideline that addresses the acquisition, dissemination and 
acknowledgement of forecasts during bushfire incidents and provides training to key incident management team 
staff on the use of weather forecasts in strategic planning and risk management. In addition, the operational 
review of DEC’s firefighting capability and systems by independent consultants GHD made 55 
recommendations, all of which have been implemented by DEC. 

It is clear, however, that the coronial inquest has identified further issues that need to be addressed, in particular 
the undertaking of a review of DEC’s ability to manage major bushfires. The Liberal-National government has 
already moved on this issue with the introduction of the Bushfires Amendment Bill 2009 on 16 September 2009 
and the review of Western Australia’s bushfire preparedness. To complement this I have asked the Public Sector 
Commissioner and the Department of the Premier and Cabinet to develop a proposal that considers the coroner’s 
findings.  

The Boorabbin incident was tragic, and as minister I do not want to see a tragedy like this ever happen again. I 
am committed to ensuring that the department initiates any necessary actions in this regard. I also want to 
reassure the community that, notwithstanding the tragedy of this event, DEC has more than 700 staff across the 
state who are trained and experienced in major bushfire control. In the last financial year, DEC attended and 
monitored 684 fires, with the majority of those occurring in state forests and in national parks. These staff deal 
with inherently dangerous and unpredictable situations. I support their role and those of all other agencies and 
volunteers who work to protect our community. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer.  
 


